No Spaceship Required: Visit Earth’s Pandora A JEW&Zhi—KKF

The Lord of the Rings trilogy brought the breathtaking natural landscapes of New Zealand to the attention

of the world, which increased tourism to the oceanic country. A more recent blockbuster, Avatar, is having
a similar effect on the stunning Wulingyuan region near Zhangjiajie, China. In the wake of rumors that a
Hollywood photographer visited the mountain paradise in 2008, Zhangjiajie authorities are claiming the

shots he took subsequently became the inspiration for the “floating mountains” of mythical Pandora.
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Indeed, James Cameron’s Na’'vi homeland bears similarities to the Wulingyuan Scenic Area. However,

putting that aside, this UNESCO World Heritage Site is an area of outstanding beauty in its own right.

Characterized by its fascinating rock formations, masses of lush vegetation, abundance of wildlife, hidden
valleys, and secret waterfalls, a place like this makes you realize that you don’t need state-of-the-art
animation, 3-D glasses, and a movie theater to find beauty in the world. At once majestic and delicate,

dramatic and tranquil, this national park is deservedly one of the best scenic spots in China.
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The tremendous success of Avatar has understandably prodded Zhangjiajie tourism officials, who hope to
capitalize on public interest in the region, into action. One mountain in particular, the towering

column-shaped Qiankunzhu, has drawn so many comparisons to Pandora’s Hallelujah Mountain that it has

taken its name. This, however, is to the dismay of some people who see this as an unpatriotic act which
caters to Hollywood. Furthermore, tour guides have been told to brush up on their knowledge of Avatar so
that they can take tourists on magical Pandora tours. The local government website proclaims, “Pandora is
far, but Zhangjiajie is near” Whether the motive for visiting, you’ll never forget a trip to this real-life
wonderland.
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—by Alice Davis

Vocabulary

in the wake of 4t...2 J5

subsequently [ > sabs1 kwentli] adv. FE)5, %%
in one’s own right: {5 H & /1 & by reason of one's own ability or ownership etc
formation [for * mefon] n. JEHL, KK

lush [IA] adj. &2 Z5%H)

abundance [ ~ bandens] n. ¥ . F&
tranquil [ * treenkwil] adj. PR %1
tremendous [tr1 * mendes] adj. E KK, AR
prod [prad] v fRf#; HJ#%

dismay [dis * me] n. f5fiE, WHiE

motive [ motrv n. ZhHl; TE: HIW

More Information

trilogy [ ~ triled3r] n. Rk, B, HEZER) =3l

oceanic [ oft ~ senik] adj. HEEFER

avatar [eeve “tar] n. [EI#]Y FIMGAEANTE; [iFENLY ORIE) $B LRI IS B3t 23— A
inspiration [ 1nsps " refon] n. RJ&

Pandora [pzen ~ dors] n. [###] &2 4 CGE—ASRE] NP D

vegetation [ \ed3e " tefon] n. (JLfgH—HIX[) Y, BAR (SRR

state-of-the-art [ ~ stetovdi = art] adj. (BRI FLHEZE 5D &G, &E%n

at once: [FiT all at one time; simultaneously

dramatic [dre ® maetik] adj. 25 NIRZIED 10, S29R8000; BN

unpatriotic [ Anpetrt ~ atik] adj. ANZEH, JEE FLH

brush up on something: =i, %) (25 HiIH15) to improve one's knowledge of something or one's ability to
do something

cater [ " keta]v WG, #&A[ (+for/to) ]

proclaim[pre * klem] v. B .

capitalize [ ~ keepet! a1z] on FJ/...



